
 
 

Pest Monitoring Programme FAMILIARIZATION TRIP 
  
 
Thank you for completing your familiarization trip. Following is an overview of what 
you should have learnt. If you feel we have missed anything, or have any other 
questions, please do not hesitate to raise them with us ...Happy monitoring!  
  
OVERVIEW  
Your purpose: Data collection and pest control. Accurate data collection is vital 
when applying for the permits needed to introduce species to the sanctuary.  
 
Entrance through Ports Marlborough Service gate and car parking: Volunteers 
cannot walk or bike within the port area. Cars are asked to advise service gate staff 
of their purpose -Pest team Kaipupu, display their Kaipupu card and park in the 
carparks especially designated for Kaipupu. These are the first two parks against the 
fence and are signed as such. 
 
Access to Kaipupu: Access through fence is limited to volunteers and Kaipupu Staff. 
You are responsible for your own safety; ensure you tell a friend/family member of 
your days intentions or use the Get Home Safe app. Ask Trudy for details at 
kaipupupestmonitoring@gmail.com 
 
Shed: First aid kit, checklists, tools, wax tags, ink cards, maps etc are in shed. Inform 
Trudy if anything is getting low. Please return ALL gear to correct place inside shed. 
Two keys are on site, with another spare held by Trudy.  
 
Monitoring stations:  
Different types of monitoring are used at different times. These can include: 
 
Tunnels: remove card, check for prints, if needed replace and label new card, ensure 
cards are baited with peanut butter and that ink and card is in good condition. List 
prints on your checklist.  
Wax tags: Look for signs of chew. If chewed, remove and list on checklist. Replace 
marked tags with new tag, label new tag.  
Sand Tracking Pits: Look for prints; take good photos of any prints. Ensure sand is 
loose and flat before continuing on.  
Bait stations: x5 fresh green pellets per station. Only list MISSING baits on checklist. 
Replace expired baits when needed and return bad pellets to Trudy.  
Bait stations with mouse traps: Place mouse traps sideways at the back of the bait 
station, baited with peanut butter. Ensure raised edge of bait station floor is nearest 
the bait station entrance. 
 
Checklists: Please fill your checklist out correctly. Checklists only need the name of 
the animal caught or that has created markings on your station, or the amount of 
pellets missing from a bait station. If unsure of anything write ‘unsure’, leave notes in 
the notes section. No spaces on your checklist should be left blank. Please do not 
‘tick’ a station if you have not actually checked it.  
Data drop off: Checklists, cards, wax tags, pellets and anything else of importance 
are deposited in the letterbox at the entrance gate on your day of monitoring.  



 
The Roster: At the end of every month you will receive an email with a list of days 
volunteers are needed. You are required to fill this out as soon as possible and return 
it to Trudy. Once the forms are compiled and the new roster is finalized it will be 
emailed to you, and made ‘live’ on our website 
(http://kaipupupestmonitoring.weebly.com/)  
If you are scheduled onto a day and find yourself unable to complete your monitoring 
it is your responsibility to contact another volunteer to complete your tracks- there is 
a list of names and numbers on our pest monitoring website. If desperate you can 
call Trudy or James to organise another volunteer.  
 
Reserves, the Rat Swat team and other ways to volunteer: If you don’t mind 
being a monitoring reserve that would be great- it really helps having reliable people 
to call on when we are desperate!  
You are also welcome to join our on-call Rat Swat team who help set and organise 
the trapping of any pests. The Rat Swat team suits fit and agile people who have 
flexible schedules but, usually due to work commitments, can not commit to days a 
month in advance. You can also volunteer to help with data entry, pest plant control, 
community education, displays and stalls, bird counting and in the Kaipupu Shop. 
Ask us and we will help utilize your skills to the best of our ability!  
  
Important contact information (enter these into your phone in case you need to call 
us while out in the field):  
 
Trudy Nicholas 027 626 4757  
  
James Wilson 021945589  
 
 
All non-urgent enquiries can be sent to: kaipupupestmonitoring@gmail.com  
 


